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SENIORS — CRIME AND SAFETY 

Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: During the last recess I had pleasure of hosting 
a forum for seniors on crime and safety in the East Metropolitan Region, in particular the electorate of 
Mount Lawley. I was pleased to co-host that with the Council on the Ageing Western Australia. COTAWA has 
hosted a number of these types of forums in a number of electorates, and I know that some members in this place 
have also co-hosted forums with COTA. It was a great program and a very successful event. It is a really 
excellent way to be in touch with seniors about issues that are very important to them, such as their safety, both 
personal and cyber safety. This forum that I co-hosted with COTA was not funded, although earlier forums in a 
number of electorates had been funded. Did Hon Col Holt host one in his electorate? That is a pity, because they 
are very important and popular with seniors. The funding for these forums had run out, but COTA agreed to  
co-host a forum with me on a voluntary basis. It was a really well attended forum, which demonstrates the need 
for these types of forums to be held into the future.  

The Australian Institute of Criminology has found that by 2031, almost one-quarter of the Australian population 
will be older than 65 years. Australia has a population that will be increasingly vulnerable, particularly to abuse 
by family members and other people in their lives, if they are not made aware of their rights and how they can 
have those rights met. The Australian Institute of Criminology also found that older people are more likely to 
experience fraud and negligence than any other population group in Australia. The crime most likely to be 
perpetrated against older people is credit card fraud.  

Advocare and the Crime Research Centre conducted some research about three years ago into the abuse and 
neglect of seniors in our community. In 2011, they found that in a 12-month period nearly five per cent of all 
elderly people in Western Australia would be abused in some form. That is a shocking statistic. That research 
also found that on those trends the level of abuse would likely double within the next 20 years, particularly if 
people are not made aware of personal safety issues and their financial and legal rights. We all know that seniors 
should be able to feel safe and secure in their homes. That is why these forums were very important. They 
provided vital information to seniors about how to stay safe at home and in the community; how to stay safe 
while using the internet; how to protect themselves and their belongings at home; and how to protect their cyber 
identity. One of the presenters at the forum that I co-hosted with the Council on the Ageing was Mr David Cook 
from the School of Computer and Security Science at Edith Cowan University. David is also a member of the 
Edith Cowan University Security Research Institute and conducts a lot of research on seniors and cyber safety. 
Advocare also presented at the forum, and discussed how it works with seniors in protecting them from elder 
abuse and what seniors’ rights are in this area. The forum was organised by Marlene from COTA in conjunction 
with my office, and Marlene did a fabulous job in getting everyone together and making sure that the program 
ran smoothly. 

As I said, this program is no longer funded, but it is such an important program and such a successful program, 
for a really small outlay, which members should be able to access to provide important information to seniors in 
their electorates. I urge the Minister for Police to continue to support funding these forums as a really important 
way of getting information to seniors. I urge members to have a look at the program. It is very useful, very 
successful and very simple to implement for a really important outcome. 
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